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AN AMERICAN BEAUTY

Maxine Liliott in "Lord and Lady Algy"

"Yes or No" Was Hard to Cast
By G. M. Anderson

Tha minuta I accepted Arthur Good-
rich's r'a"> rov'' .°'» ''''° Forty-eighth
Street Theatre, I knew wo had our

work cut out for us i a regard to tho
cait Here »xas a play with seventeen
r^own-ups and three children for its

characters, und rear!'/ every one of
.hem a vital, living person with an im-
portanCplace in the story characters
that "had to be played."
Some play- -''". ;'.'¦-. along with

"types." Others -i re:».! actor?
"Yes or No" required both in pTetty
nearly every characti r on its li ng Iis1
And there was an added problem, i'ou
see, there are three protty distinct
plays m 'Tes oi No." and only one

evening1 te play them all in. Mr. Good-
r/ch had not only created real people,
but the shortened time "up had for ex-"
position made ;' necessary that the
'dor? should be the characters from
the second '. appeared on the rtage.
In other words, the actor had to be
"ürstaid" to the author's exposition to
.1 unusual degree.
Yes. We made a good many changes

in the cast, first and last. Eut the
render was that we didn't have to
mike more. i. is not a particle 1 ; the,
¿¡Kredit of any actor <¦ v actress who
has rehearsed or played in this plaj
udwho is not now in the raí-; that he
trshewa replaced. A number of men
nd women in the profession for whose
talent and training and personality 1
..ive the highest regard were so re¬
placed because in our judgment 'hey
Tere no* stile, in the comparatively
wort time we had, to realize to the full
these unusually taxing rolos.
Mr. Goodrich and 1 worked hard for

three solid weeks getting: the first cast
together before the first rehearsal.
"here aro. Í believe, jusl three of that
'.rifrirtal irroun left in trie car.t. now, and
we of those titrée is playing a dif¬
ferent part from the one we first cho:
her for. Of course, all this may only
prove that. wo wero bad pickers, but
*ereally were up against an unusuallj"fficuit .icib.
Take the part of Margaret Vane, for

«ample. This ¡a in some ways the
anlest part in the play to fill. The
ictress must be in turn a rrentlo. do¬
tted elderly woman; a fine thoughpetulcnt and spoiled young wife; a
"r,n;an in the depths; a woman whoßnds herself, and then the elderly»ornan again. She must alternately
-avij gentleness, charm, fire, hopeless-
'55?, dramatic power for the biggest«dividual scene in the play, and at'he end gentleness again. And all'hese qualities must be displayed in
'minimum of time and lines, daunting''¦¦ 'he hi¦: ; acl res c -.

Curiously, Phil. Margaret's brother,proved another difficult part. Phil
!:»v look fairly unimportant from the
r«nt but, believe me, he takes play-IBi- In tho average play the actor*ouId have at least twice as much time11 which to register his eifert :.
Minnie, big part that it i.-. proved

easy. Not because it is an easy r»krt
to play, although the author was aule
by the play's '.cry .structure to give
this character a simpler, more direct
devolopruen But the part might have
proved :. difficult as any to ca.--; if
we had not been lucky enough to find
exactly the right actress for it almost
at tho start. Miss Polini's remarkable
performance has been one of mar.y
real satisfactions we have had with
this play -the sat:-.¡'actions which will
lest whatever tho public's final verdict
¡r. regard to "Ves or No" proves to be.

"'he sr.nis thing can ho said in gen-
-!'..; <;;' Mai 'olm Duncan's Leach. When
;hu author suggested Duncan for the
pail ) centers I had my doubts. had

n Duncan do many things wall, but
had », i t-.tr happened \u =i:'-.' him do

this sort of a part. Thai kind of thing
docs have its influence, however open-
minded we try t-> be. uut Duncan soon
knocked ali iny doubts into a cocked
ha , and is giving in "Yes or No," by
::.! .unis irte, finest performance I've
e\ ir ecu h im put over.

Derrie' the contrasting cnaracter
Le ich .- ".' 'ov n sii \ v g no; so
easy. .. is only fair to say, however,
tita* Derrick has developed into a
somewhat bettor part than it was
during the earlier rehearsals. At best
or worst it has been a difficult, none
too thankful part to play.
The two husbands, oddly enough, v. o

had Üttíe trouble with. 'Inore never
has neon any Vane h'j; Frank Wilcox,
arid our .lack fitted perfectly into tho
part during Lhe lirsl week of re¬
hearsals. The present Ton» was the
third experiment we made, and has
come through with flying colors in ;..

part demanding a ¡rood deal of variety
:n comedy and pat'tos. Hooker was
far more difficult to lit 'han it looks
in tiie performance./ He is a good dea!
mon» than a type, lie must bo light
und .¦'¦\'y in his comedy, and a leading
man as well. And '.v.- irie^ half a
dozen Doctors before we sc tied on
Haibeir. lirov n.
Then there is Emma, bless her heart!

We thought Miss Kershaw would be
right for Emma at first. She would
have been, no doubt. But she is a
batter .Margaret Vane. And now Mar-
-.. .;,- V..i has made Emma so com-

plet ¦' ¦¦.- her o vn thai she fairly seem ;

to t-r ¦¦' e ili m ugh the part and the
play with r infectious laughter and
,-. .. ¡ave'-headfd common sense. Rho
has all the comedy and the bounce and
sheer, and yet you never forget l'or a
."--nie:.' Emma's underlying character
and strength and elemental bigness.
Comedy, character, a heroine in a way.
with love scenes and a big dramatic
scene, all in one character. It isn't so
easy t.s it looks, is it? Not so ranch
an act.nu- part, yon see. as a living
part.

t ,

And right there was the whole dif¬
ficulty in casting "Yes or No." These
people in Mr. Goodrich's play are not
heroes and heroines, villains and corn-
edy characters, types and sympathetic
characters and "punch" characters.
They're just plain human. Yon laugh
al Leacfc between shudders, and you

'lise to Emma between laughs, and so
with all the rest.
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The 505th Birthday
Of Jeanne d'Arc

Warrior Maid To Be Hon¬
ored To-night by Cardinal

and Diplomats
Luurotta Taylor, the actress; Joan

d'Ys, the French poet, wounded three
itnes at the battle of the Maine and

several prominent opera singera, are
on the programme winch Fordham Uni¬
versity lias arranged for the celebra¬
tion of tho 605th anniversary of the
birth of Jeanne d'Arc, at St. Francis
Vavler'a College Theatre, SO West. Six-
t-'cnth Street, this evening, Among the
patrons are Cardinal Farley. Hisli«;;
Hayes, diplomáis. Army and Navy ofll
ccrs of the Allied governmcnta, an<
prominent men and women of N'ev,
York, London and Pari«, who are iden

ii'ied with war relief work In Franc»
and Belgium,

Recently the Rev. Joseph A. Muir»'S. J., president of Fordham Universityopened free war aervtce French classe:for the instruction of United Statesoldiers and sailors, mombcrs of tinKed i ross, Knights of Columbus ateother accredited organization*) regietered for wprk abroad who expect to b
sen; across in tho near future.
These classes are largely attenduin the rooms of the Social ServieSchool, Wool wort h Building! and th

box office receipts from the Jeannd'An- commemoration go to enlarge th
university's facilities for meeting th
increased demand on the school for ti.i
complimentary course of instruction.

As the Maid of Domremy, Miss Tajloi will appear in a tableau vivant, ti
model of which i-< Bastien Le.Page
canvas of Jeanne receiving her commi
-inn to serve France. Th«; paintingin the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Jean d'Ys. the poet, who was inva

ided from the Marne and is now pr-fessor of Froneh Letters in the Gra
ttate School of Fordham Universit
appears in this scene, and prays to tl
maid to watch over the "Legionsthis giant among the nations." Oi
stanr.a i uns:
O Jeanne, may your sublime fai

I.urn in the hearts
of our soldiers, who in all parts

our land
Are getting ready to struggle f

right and honor,
And lead them soon, O Maid, to v

ton,".
Eight little girls will appear as "1

BEATRICE BECKLEY

-1
Music Notes I

At this afternoon's Philharmonic i
concert at Carnegie Hall Conductor
Strnnsky has selected Rachninninofl"s
Second Symphony, in K minor, as the
concluding number and second purt ou
tho programme. Following Goldmark's
overture, "Spring," the first number of
the concept, Louis Graveure, barytone,
will sing Meyerbeer's "Sei Vcndicata
Assr.i," from "D'lnornh." Later in the
concor't the barytone will lie heard in
Coleridge-Taylor's "Hiawatha's Vis¬
ion." The remaining orchestral num¬bers include the first presentation in
New York of Whilhorne's "The Rain"
and Debussy's "Rond"-' de Printemps."Boyle's "Slumber Song" and "Aubade,"originally planned for this programme,have been postponed to a later concert.

At tho eiglúh concert of the Phil¬
harmonic's Friday subscription series
Conductor Stransky will open the per-formance with Bruckner's Fifth Sym¬phony. Following the Delius Odyl, "In
a Summer (¡arden,'' with which the sec¬
ond half of the programme opens, Al-
fred Megerlin, the Belgian eoncertmeis-
ler i.r t'ne Philharmonic, will play 'the
Saint-Saëns violin concerto .No. II, in B
minor. The concert will conclude with
Berlioz's Hungarian March.

Tile American debut of the youngviolinist. Max Rosen, a fellow pupil of
Jascha Helfet-« under Leopold Aue.r,will be the feature of the society's con¬
cert on Saturday evening, January 12,
a; Carnegie Hall. The violinist will be
heard In the Goldmark concerto as the
opening number of the second half of
the programme, and as the last number
of the concert he will play the Chopin-Vm-i nocturne and the Paganini-Altor
Caprice No. 24, with piano accompani
ment. The orchestral numbers select¬
ed by Conductor Stransky include t'ne
Second Symphony of Brahms, with
which tho concert opens, and Liszt's
lone poem, "Tasso."
A special Tschaikowsky-Wagner pro¬

gramme, which includes the "Pa¬
thétique" symphony and several Wag¬
ner selections, will be presented by the
society at an extra matinee, perform-
anee on Saturday afternoon, January
19, at :> o'clock in Carnegie Hall.
The society further announces that

the American soprano Anna ('ase will
be the soloist Ht its third Brooklyn
concert on Sunday, January 13, and
that the Bach Festival Choir, of Bethle¬
hem, Petin., will appear with the or¬
chestra on Saturday evening, January

On Sunday afternoon. January 13,
Llhtabeth Gtitman, soprRiio, who has
made a special study of Russian
and Yiddish folksongs, will give her
annual recital in the Princess Theatre.
Miss Gutman's programme includes
songs by some well known composers,
as well as Russian and Yiddish folk¬
songs.
_

Tho American String Quartet, wl.ict
was founded by and ifl under the su¬

pervision of Charles Martin Loefflor,
composer-violinist, will give its sec-
ond New York recital on Thursday
afternoon, January 17, in tho Princess
Theatre, when in addition to a quartet

The Wife in "Why Marry?" at the Astor

petites Jeannettes," the playmates o"
Jeaftne. They will wear the peasant
;,rirl garb of the early fifteenth century,
and will distribute souvenir pro¬
grammes.
Renée Chollet, Orphée Longévin, Xi-

cola Zan, Henry Millerand Mrs. Edwin
J. idole»' are the soloists, with Maurice
La Large, accompanist,

by llaydn it will play the quintet in
F minor by César Franck, assisted
by the pianist. Heinrich Gebhard.
As the second number Miss Gertrude
Marshal!, the first violinist of the
quartet, and Mr. Gebhard will play the
Debussy sonata for violin and piano,
which will have its first performance
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l-ly RUPERT HUGHES.
\ 1' iramount Picture,

The Rialto Orchestra
F.RNO RAPHK. Condu- ling, \
ndor "PIQUE DAME" (Suppe),
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",hi>l for Joy," Bruce Scenic Feature.

¦TAMING TARGET CENTRE."

Mack Sennett.Paramount Comedy

Glndys Rice. Alberto Bachman,Soprano. Ylollni»t.

"The Holy I.aml" Kivoll Animated
-en! S .¦¦- lai. Pictorial.

"THE LADY OF THF. CAMELLIAS"

Lthel Barrymore and Conway Tearle

Introducing Olin Howland
Olin Howland, tito tall lanky chap

who plays Bub Hicks in "Leave It
To .lane," the Bolton-Wodehouse-Kern
musical comedy, founded on George
Ade's "The College Widow," is making
everybody anxious to know more about
him since his extraordlanry success in
Mm part <,;' tin- hayseed son of the
»»täte Senator from Squantumville.
Mr. Howland'- name was unknown in

the theatrical world tip to the time of
his preset».), engagement, hut he has
had considerable "road" experience.
He is the younger brother of the
statuesque Jobyna Howland. The How-
lands were horn in Denver, Col., and
it was natural that Olin should turn
toward the footlights after the suc¬

cess of his beautiful sister. He besan
in the chorus of :i musical comedy
which was tried out in si»; different
cities, but never reached, the Cay White
Way. Next he secured a small part in
David Belasco'a "The Warrens of Vir¬
ginia"; this lei! to an engagement the
following: season as Lord Witless in
Henry Savage's production of "Every-
woman." Various small roles of the
eccentric comedian type with Lew
Fields followed, and then about the
time the dancing craze was at its
height Olin Howland came into his
own. Being tall, lithe and thin, ho
succeeded Vernon Castle, in one of the
"ields' production:',. When "Watch
Your Step" went on the road last year
Howland played the same role that
Vernon Castle had in the New York
production.
''We did a series of one-night stands

throughout the Southern States," says
Mr. Howland, "and T learned as much
about geography as I did about danc¬
ing. 1 also played to different type
audiences in different cities, and it
was a wonderful experience, because it

gave me a kind of understanding of
the psychology of the small town
audiences contrasted with that of the
big city audiences.
"There are some cities in the South

where people laugh their heads off at
a joke which is already three years oYi
in Xew York, and there are places
where, funny cloth.es a large checked
vest, with rile green trousers and a

flame colored necktie, or an exagger¬
ated stovepipe hat- will evento a

burst of laughter and stamp the actor
as a comedian, even if his lines are no

funnier than the multiplication table.
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But there are other cities, where even

though the play stays only one or two
nights, they are used to having the
best, and they demand just as much
as .the blasé first nighters in Xew
York."

Before this tour of Howland's on the
road in "Watch Your Step" he oponed
his own salon for teaching modern
dances. lie was so successful as an

instructor that he went, to various
cities of Europe and appeared as exhi¬
bition dancer in the leading hotels and
restaurants. When the war broke out
Howland was dancing in Petrograd and
had a series of interesting adventures
before he got back to this country. For
almost about a week he lived on noth-
ing but black bread, and cheese while
making his way through Finland to
¦Sweden. Then he worked at odd jobs in
Stockholm for five weeks, finally mak¬
ing his way to Christiania, Norway,
and securing passage from there on a

steamer to America.
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Anna Wheaton on Personality
"íleally you ate very brave to climb

ill these stair?, juft to see me, am!
iow that you are here, I don't know
that on earth, to tail; to you about. !;'

»r.ly 1 could fing my interviews to the
lewspaper reporters, I might 'get over,'
»ut honeßtly I am at self-conscious as

:an be when I'm addressing an audi-
»nce of one." These very modeot re-

narks are from Anna Wheaton, who
s the prima donna of one of the great-
:-sf musical comeuy successes of thi«
-..ear and last, "Oh Boy," at the Casino
rheatr«,
Miss Wheaton is not as beautiful as

.he «lawn, she hasn't the most soulful
eye» in i it*» world, nor are her lips a

perfect cupid's bow. Celebrated ar¬

tists and poets have not sung her
praises nor immortalized her on can¬

vas, and yet in the few years she has
>een on the stage she has forged to
the very top rung of the musical com¬
edy ladder. "It isn't her looks and it
isn't her voice." people say of Anna
Wheaton, "it's her personality."

"It's a funny thing." continued Miss
Wheaton, "that I'm never afraid to
tact- an audience of hundreds of peo¬
ple-- a eea of faces without any one of
them being clearly enough defined to
be recognized as. your brother-in-law,
or your fourth cor.sin, or the man you
met at the dar.ee last Saturday night,
acts lik« a tonic on me. I love them
all and 1 want to do my very beat to
please them all. Hut one individual
like myself, coming '.o the dressing-
room to ask mo to define personality,
or how 1 account for my succès»,
makes me ouaiie like a schoolgirl
speaking her first piece at the Sunday
School festival.
"To my mint!, personality, is noth¬

ing more than being absolutely nat¬
ural on the stage. That may sound
easy, yet it is the hardest thing an
a< tress has to do. When you face a
great multitude of people and wonder
if they are going to like you the most
difficult thing in the world is to relax.
There are just two ways to be abso¬
lutely natural on the stage. One 1*
to be confident before hand that you*
audience is going to like you because
you are so wonderfully beautiful, oi
you have such a magnificent voice, or

your talent for acting is so tremend¬
ous that it must be »recognized. But
if you have just an average amount oí
talent, and perhaps a little less than
the average amount of good looks, the
other way is to disregard your audi¬
ence entirely, and sort of say to your¬
self: 'All yon folks out there whe
have paid two dollars to see me, well
here I am, I hope you'll like me, bul
you have to take me just as I am. i
refuse point blank to be other that
myse.lf. I'm all throngh with acting
all round the stag», I'm going to b<
just me, or should I say. I?' I'n
not going to copy my favorite actress:
the minute we begin to imitate an
other's mannerisms we ose our owi
personality. How often you hear youni
girs say. Oh, I wish I were like Aih
Nazimova or Minnie Madern Fiske
or I wish I had ¡in accent like Olgi
Petrova's. This is really too absurd
because if they were they would neve:
get anywhere unless their ambitioi
was to make a success as an imperson
ator and give imitations.

"If the public doesn't like you as yot
are, that is the best indication in th
world that your forte was not intendei
to be a career behind the prosceniuir
"Next to a determination to be a

you are comes the necessity of lovin
your work, but the two are almost on«
because the chances are that if yo
like the thing you are doing, and lik
it intensely, you'll do it so well tha
it must come naturally. Take, for in
stance, a girl like Frances Whiti
Could anybody dispute the fact tha
it is sheer force of a personality tha

Is different and that could belong to
r-o One else in ¡ii the world than
Franc; White, that altes h< r 'get
o.-e:' with such :. bang? Franc?»
|las ..vir studied .inging, has never

take;, a lesson in .".c*:nf. end had never
taken up dancing until .Mr. Rock taught
her to become hit partner. He merely
polished up the diamond to make it
shine, but the quality of the stone
ivas there alF '.he tine.

'"Or, take as another example« dainty
viol Carroll, whom, of courre, you
i aye çeen in our show, "Oh. Boy."
Marie, you know, is not a comic opera
actress at all, but a recruit from the
legitimate. Naturally, when she came
to us from the drama stage, she was

terribly self-conscious about her sing¬
ing pa;'. Mat,y times Fhe used t> rush
¡ut*- my dressing roo-», .-. ;;tremble and
say. 'Oh, Anna, I just an't go through
with t. to-night. was p. mile off key.'But after a f.-»v week '...'.'Oúrjgement
..'rom every one in the company, to say
nothing <>' the applause from out
front, i-- of course, she wasn't
really oif key at .-,'.'. but just so self-
conscious is' ?h< imagined it, why she
reached the ..';¦. where she began to
feel quite ..- much at home on the
musical sta^e as on the dramatic, and
threw off the ( 'Sor': ta seem like an¬

other personality and became a^ain her
own natural seif. Then she just
couldn't go wrong."

Movie Notes
Announcement va« made this week

by the Petrova Picture Company thr.'
IVyndham Standing, the prominentEnglish actor of stage and screen fame,"had been added to the east of the third
Petrova production, now being pictur-ined under the direction of Frank-
Crane. He is a brother of Guy Stand¬
ing, who recently met his death while
fighting with the British forces in
France. 'Thomas Holding, who has
played oppoFite Mme. Petrova in the
first two pictures .bearing the mark of
her own organization, will continue a<<
leading man, and is cast for a most
appropriate rôle In "The Life Mask."
Many letters have reached the RialteT

inquiring where the "Petrova Waltz,"
composed by Hugo Riesenfeld, musical
director, can bo purchased. An an¬
nouncement will be sent out contain¬
ing the list of stores where this music
is obtainable, but the waltz will first
be published in several newspapers and
magazines.

Has anybody heie seen P.ttsy? Well.
Patsv is missing from the Vitagraphstudio in Brooklyn, and unless he can
be found 50*1,000 feet of film will ne
rendered useless. Patsy is a clever
yellow p.jp which figures conspicuous!».'
in Gladys Leslie's new picture, "Th
Wooing of Princess Pat." He is the
protege of Harry Morey. and he mad»
his début with the latter in "His Own
People." Patsy is only a mongrel.which may account for his irre^ponsi
biii-y. Truly, blood will tell!

Constance Taimad-re recently re-
turned to Los Angele-», aller r.t». ab¬
sence of two year-;, and has commenced
work in the Morosco studio on her
forthcoming production. "The Shuttle."
Roliin Stursreon is dircctinsr Miss Ta!
tradge i:; this picture. As in her for¬
mer release?. "Se"andal," "The Honey¬
moon" and "The Studio Girl," she will
be presentad by Louis J. Selznick.
Albert Shelby Le Vino. Mc'rn scenari-.
writer, will leave shortly for the firm'-;
Western studio, nt Hollywood. Cal..
where ho will be Western T.lanager B.
A. P.olfe's right hand ran in the ar¬
ranging of stories for pictures starrinq:
Viola Dana r>nd Edith Storey.

AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS

MANHATTA OPERA
1KOySE

MANAGEMENT.MORRIS GEST
LASTWEEKAT THIS THEATRE

The Most Wonderful, Gorgeous,
Gigantic, Colossal, Colorful,
Magnificent, Superb and Beau¬
tiful Spectacle Ever Known
in the History of the
English - Speaking
Stage.Company of
300.14 Scenes.

William Elliott, F. Itay Coimioi k
and Moiri>» Ces!, present

A Musical Tale of the East
Now in Its Second Year at His
Majesty's Theatre, London.

Created & Written by Oscar Asche
Mimic l»y l>e<ierie Norton

BEGINNING MONDAY. JAN. 21.

EXPERIENCE
PUB MOST WONDERFUL PEAT IN AMERICA. ! MAIL ORDERS NOW.

Moves
an. 14th

Tu thi;

Century
Theatre

.!M F>t and Broadway,
Wt;^re a fCew Scale cf

ECONosvasc
PRICES

(HACK TO THE BOX
OFFICE POLICY)

WILL PREVAIL FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN
THE HISTORY OF THE
CENTURY THEATRE

Orchestra $1.50,$2
Dress Gírele -81,00
Balcony - - 75c, 5Qc
FamilyCircle50,25c

WEDNESDAY MAT.

25c TO $3. .00
BOX OFFICE
Opens Tues., Jan. 8

3»T*ATiON(^^^J^STítutioh;

Direction.Harold Edel *

COMMENCING TO-DAT.ADOLPH ZUKOR Present»

Pauline Frederick
AÄ"Sln "MRS. DANE'S DEFENSE'" »»KSK

Condensed Operatic Version of

"CARMEN"
ANITA TtK.KJ.JJ. ROSA MM) ANDRE BXB1CO I ANTON LESCAUT

Sopranos ^^| Tenor | Haritone

POPULAR AFTERNOON CONCERTS

STRAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
OITMAKS ! JAMES MONTGOMERY MERY 2ENTAY

SCENIC REVIEW FLAGG'S COMEDY (Violinist)


